
JURY SELECTION PLAN 
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF IOWA 

JULY 7th, 2020

This Jury Selection Plan (the "Planj is adopted by the United States District Court for the 
Southern District of Iowa (the "Court") in accordance with the Jury Selection and Service Act of 
1968, as amended, Title 28 United States Code (U.S.C.) § 1861, et seq. 

1. Purpose of the Plan
a. It is the purpose of this Plan to satisfy the requirements and to implement the policies

declared in 28 U.S.C. § 1861, et seq. This Plan is designed to ensure that:
(1) all litigants in the Court entitled to trial by jury shall have the right to grand and petit

juries selected at random from a fair cross section of the community in each jury
division where the Court convenes;

(2) all citizens shall have the opportunity to be considered for service on grand and petit
juries; and

(3) all citizens have an obligation to serve as jurors when summoned for that purpose.
b. It is further the purpose of this Plan to implement the prohibition against discrimination

contained in 28 U.S.C. § 1862, which provides that no citizen shall be excluded from the
opportunity to serve as a grand or petitjuror in the U.S. District Courts because of race,
color, religion, sex, national origin, or economic status.

2. Management of Jury Selection Process and the Plan
The Clerk of Court or Clerk's designee (the "Clerk") will manage the jury selection process
and the Plan under the supervision of the Chief Judge of the Court or other active district

judge designated by the Chief Judge (the "Chief Judge"). In the event the Chief Judge is
unable to perform duties required by the Plan, those duties will be performed by the judge
specified in 28 U.S.C. § 136(e).

3. Jury Divisions
a. The United States District Court for the Southem District of Iowa (the "District'')

includes forty-seven (47) counties, which are grouped into six (6) statutory divisions (28
U.S.C. § 95(b)). The rescission of Federal Rule of Criminal Procedure 19 has tenninated
any foreseeable need to impanel a Federal jury in all six (6) statutory divisions. The
Court finds that establishing three (3) jury divisions within the District, composed of
counties from which grand and petit jurors will be drawn for each place of holding court,
will result in impartial trials, will avoid unnecessary expense, and will reduce burdens on
persons reporting for jury service. The Court, therefore, establishes three (3) jury
divisions:
(1) The Western (Council Bluffs) Division includes: Audubon, Cass, Fremont, Harrison,

Mills, Montgomery, Page, Pottawattamie, and Shelby counties; and
(2) The Central (Des Moines) Division includes: Adair, Adams, Appanoose, Boone,

Clarke, Dallas, Davis, Decatur, Greene, Guthrie, Jasper, Jefferson, Keokuk, Lucas,











d. Record Retention. The Clerk will maintain electronic or paper records related to each
Master Wheel, Qualified Wheel, Jury Pool, and Jury Panel as provided in 28 U.S.C. § 1868,
unless otherwise ordered by the Court. Upon order of the Court, the Clerk shall make
available for public inspection any records for the purpose of determining the validity of the
selection of any jury.

e. Non-court Process Certification. The Clerk shall keep for four (4) years:
(1) a copy of written instructions for the random selection of names given to any

computer service provider, and
(2) the computer service provider's sworn declaration of compliance with the instructions.

f. Challenging Compliance with Selection Procedures
The exclusive methods of challenging compliance with the selection procedures in this Plan
shall be those provided by any existing statute or rule of criminal or civil procedure,
including but not limited to 28 U.S.C. § 1867.

g. Effective Date
The effective date for this Plan is July 7, 2020.

APPROVAL BY JUDICIAL COUNCIL 

This Jury Selection Plan replaces all previous jury selection plans for The United States District 
Court for the Southern District of Iowa, and was approved by the Judicial Council of 
the Eighth Circuit, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1863(a), on July 21,2020. 




