NOTI CE TO COUNSEL
OF MANDATORY E-FILING IN
THE U. S. DI STRI CT COURT FOR
THE SOUTHERN DI STRI CT OF | OMA
EFFECTI VE APRIL 1, 2005

Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 5(e) authorizes the
federal district courts to establish practices and procedures
for the filing, signing and verification of docunents by
el ectronic neans. Pursuant to that authority the Southern and
Northern District Courts of |Iowa inplenmented Local Rules 5.1(d)
and 5.3; Local Crimnal Rule 55.2; the Northern District
Admi ni strative Or der 04- AO- 0001- P, "Procedures for
El ectronically Serving, Filing, Imging and Accessi ng Docunents

inthe United States District Court for the Northern District of

| owa, " and t he Sout hern District's "Procedures for
El ectronically Servi ng, Filing, | magi ng and Accessi ng
Docunments,” the Jlatter two of which require, wth few

exceptions, that every docunment submtted to the Clerk of Court
for filing in a civil or crimnal case pending in the district
be filed in an electronic file using the district's Case
Managenent/ El ectronic Case Filing (CM ECF) system

CMECF is an Internet-based docunment filing system
CM ECF is user-friendly and offers many benefits to the public,
attorneys, and the court. By using this system entries are

i mmedi ately placed on the docket. Registrants have internet



access to the docket and nost of the court file at relatively
| ow cost. Electronic filing has been mandatory in the Northern
District since May 26, 2004. It is desirable for the Southern
and Northern districts to followsim|ar CM ECF procedures. Many
attorneys who practice in the Northern District have extended
experience with the CM ECF system and are also registrants in
t he Southern District.

To pronmpte the efficient and convenient use of court
services by the court and the public, wuniformty of court
procedures, and accessibility of court records, the district
judges of the Southern District of lowa have decided to make

el ectronic filing of court docunents mandatory in this district
effective April 1, 2005, subject to applicable rules of civil
procedur e and exceptions provi ded by | ocal rul es and procedures.

Equi pment requirements, attorney registration materials, and
training information can be found on the court's website at

WWW. i asd. uscourts. gov.




